
Unit 5: Add & Subtract Fractions 

Learning Targets: 

Key Words  
to Know 

 
* fraction 
* numerator 
* denominator 
* Equivalent fraction 
* Common denominators 
* Mixed numbers 
* Improper fractions 
* Benchmark Fractions 

Conversation Starters:

§  How are equivalent 

fractions helpful when 
solving problems. 


§  How can fractions with 
different denominators 
be added together?


§  What strategies can 
we use for adding and 
subtracting fractions 
with different 
denominators? 


LT1: I can find the least common denominator of two 
or more fractions in order to add or subtract. 
LT2: I can simplify a fraction to its lowest term. 
LT3: I can add and subtract fractions with unlike 
denominators using equivalent fractions.  
LT4: I can solve addition and subtraction word 
problems involving fractions using model and/or 
equations. 
LT5: I can explain a fraction can be represented as 
a division of the numerator by the denominator. 
LT6: I can use estimation strategies, benchmark 
fractions, and number sense to check if any answer 
is reasonable.   



Least Common Denominator 
Students will use Least Common Denominators to aid in adding and subtracting 
fractions with unlike denominators.  They will need to use their knowledge of 

multiplication to find multiples of the denominators and find one the 
denominators have in common.  }

-  First,	find	all	the	mul2ples	of	the	
two	denominators.			

-  Then see which multiples they 
have in common.  

-  The smallest common multiple is 
the least common denominator.  

Practice 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-
algebra/fractions-pre-alg/equivalent-
fractions-pre-alg/v/finding-common-
denominators 
 
Interactive Games 
http://www.fun4thebrain.com/
beyondfacts/lcmsnowball.html 
 
 

{
What do Least Common Denominators  look like? 

Important Steps How can I support this 
strategy at home? 



Simplify Fractions 
Students will need to understand that many fractions are equivalent.  They will 

need to know what makes them equivalent and how to find other equivalent 
fractions.  Simplifying a fraction is one way to do this using division.  }

Practice Problems! 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-
algebra/fractions-pre-alg/equivalent-
fractions-pre-alg/v/fractions-in-lowest-
terms 
 
Games 
http://www.mathplayground.com/
fractions_reduce.html 
 
 

{
What does Simplifying Fractions look like? 

Important Steps How can I support this 
strategy at home? 

-  Simplifying	frac2ons	is	finding	
equivalent	frac2ons.			

-  To	simplify,	you	divide	both	the	
numerator	and	the	denominator	by	
the	same	number.		

-  To	find	an	equivalent	frac2on,	you	
mul2ply	both	the	numerator	and	
denominator	by	the	same	number.		



Add Fractions 
Students will add unlike denominators using equivalent 

fractions.  }

Practice Problems! 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-
algebra/fractions-pre-alg/fractions-
unlike-denom-pre-alg/v/adding-
fractions-with-unlike-denominators 
 
Games 
http://www.mathplayground.com/
fractions_add.html 
 
 

{
What does Adding Fractions look like? 

Why is this  
strategy important? 

How can I support this 
strategy at home? 

-  When you add fractions, first find a 
common denominator using least 
common multiples of the original 
denominators. 

-  Once the common denominator is 
found, change the numerator to make 
an equivalent fraction. 

-  Then add.  



Subtract Fractions 
Students will subtract fractions using equivalent 

fractions.  }

Khan Academy 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-
algebra/fractions-pre-alg/fractions-
unlike-denom-pre-alg/v/subtracting-
fractions-with-unlike-denominators 
 
Games 
http://www.mathplayground.com/
fractions_sub.html 
 
 

{
What does Subtracting Fractions look like? 

Important Steps How can I support this 
strategy at home? 

-  When you subtract fractions, first 
find a common denominator using 
least common multiples of the 
original denominators. 

-  Once the common denominator is 
found, change the numerator to 
make an equivalent fraction. 

-  Then subtract.  
	



Estimate Fractions 
Students use Benchmark Fractions and other strategies to see if their answer is 

reasonable.  }

Khan Academy 
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/
8899-estimate-fraction-sums-and-
differences-using-benchmark-fractions 
 
Games 
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
mathgames/fractions/
EstimateFractionsShapesShoot.htm 
 
 

{
What does Estimating Fractions look like? 

Important Steps How can I support this 
strategy at home? 

-  Benchmark Fractions are easy to 
find fractions like: 0, ¼, ½, ¾, and 
1. 

-  When rounding, students see what 
benchmark fraction the fraction 
being rounded is close to. 

  
	


